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EDITORIAL / УВОДНИК

Serbian Archives of Medicine – 
the 2024 highlights

At the beginning of each new year, people glance 
at the memories left behind and then hopefully 
look forward to creating new, even more inspir-
ing ones in the year ahead. And it is the same 
for us at the Serbian Archives of Medicine, the 
official journal of the Serbian Medical Society, 
the oldest society of its kind in modern medical 
Serbian history, founded in Belgrade (Serbia), on 
April 22, 1872 (according to the Julian calendar), 
i.e., May 4, 1872 (according to the Gregorian 
calendar) [1, 2].

In its most recent history, more precisely over 
the past six years that this Editorial Board was in 
charge, and amidst endeavors to render our jour-
nal more en vogue and keep the pace with global 
trends, including electronic submissions and 
editorial office handling of manuscripts, while 
at the same time encourage authors to embrace 
these novelties, the COVID-19 pandemic hit 
and did not spare a bit the medical and scientific 
community. Irrelevant of the challenging three 
years of pandemic and the following three in 
modest conditions linked to limited financial 
resources of the Serbian Medical Society that 
burdened the technical section of the Editorial 
office with additional chores, we are glad that we 
managed to conclude the year 2024 according 
to existing plans. We preserved its publishing 
continuity established back in December 2018, 
while the growing trend of submissions noted 
in 2023 was maintained throughout 2024, but 
now with a significant increase of foreign authors 
and acceptance of foreign reviewers to review 
papers pro bono.

Even in 2020, in spite of COVID-19 pandem-
ic, we have called the attention of the growing 
global medical issue i.e., burnout, work-related 
syndrome, which at that time reached an epi-
demic level, and therefore has been recognized 
by the World Health Organization [3, 4]. Sadly, 
this issue while taking its toll on all employed 

in the healthcare sector, has proportionately 
grown in popularity research-wise [5], but we 
have only recently started to see submissions 
addressing it on a national scale. 

Among other pressing issues, we have also 
tried to emphasize the necessity of relevant 
stakeholders’ and legislators’ engagement linked 
to most vulnerable in our society such as women, 
elderly and children as patients and women as 
healthcare providers who face additional daily 
challenges in a society that has been increas-
ingly normalizing all forms of violence, starting 
from neglect in providing timely healthcare [6, 
7]. We are grateful that in this effort to better 
our society as a whole, we could count on the 
support of the professors from Faculty of Law, 
University of Belgrade and private Universities 
as well who have participated both as authors 
and reviewers.

Over the past year, due to the exponentially 
growing number of submissions where ones from 
abroad stopped being a surprise, the Editorial 
Board has played an important part in supporting 
the Editor-in-Chief who due to aforementioned 
misfortunate events (the pandemic and ensuing 
financial scarcity, or maybe even vice versa) has 
taken upon herself numerous time-consuming 
tasks bellow the pay grade of the position. So, 
for the second year in a row, we have faced all 
options of compensating the technical support 
failures to be exhausted, despite our ongoing 
efforts. Authors’ training to use the Serbian 
Archives of Medicine submission system in all 
stages of a submission have continued during 
2024 which remains a time-consuming effort 
for although CEON offers a guide available to 
download online, a very small percentage of 
Serbian authors use it or shows willingness to. 
With a growing number of submissions, the 
number of registered users has increased as well, 
and since the process is not simple, it demands 
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patience and tolerance in clarifying causes of encountered 
issues and further advisements on resolving it. The situa-
tion was additionally aggravated by the fact that internet 
providers encountered difficulties in their own area caused 
by additional increase in the number of internet users – a 
fact our authors are unaware of, which can cause additional 
frustration of the painstaking process that is independent 
of the Journal’s requirements. Besides, academic networks 
have been targeted by hackers and malware, which further-
more aggravated occasional exchanges with the authors and 
reviewers’, as much as the mere power shortages that can 
cause similar problems. Fortunately, our reviewers have fully 
embraced the electronic submission and review process.

The importance of use of iThenticate aiming to dimin-
ish plagiarism has helped discourage authors to use copy/
paste during editing, although the program itself has its 
inherent logical drawbacks. Communicating the results 
of this analysis prior addressing a submission to further 
review, has been a delicate and complex process whether 
in contact with the authors or the reviewers. 

I would like to take this opportunity to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to our partners – Službeni Glasnik and their 
Department in charge of our Journal’s publishing process, in 
particular to Ms. Jasmina Živković, and Bytesoft company 
that has provided our website maintenance even when 
frugality made us end our formal contract, they provided 
us with an invaluable collaborator, Mr. Nemanja Anđelov 
who worked tirelessly all year round. Thanks to these two 
amazing people who never cared whether it was a working 
day or a weekend, our Journal hit both the stands and was 
available online in expected deadlines. I am convinced that 
the Serbian Medical Society and the Republic of Serbia shall 
find the needed resources to improve our Journal’s logistic 
support and make one more step forward – or shall I say 
backward – and rejoin the PubMed search engine where 
it was last listed back in 2017.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
members of the Editorial Board, the Publisher’s Advisory 
Board and our reviewers (Table 1) for their selfless engage-
ment during the past year.

At the end of my six-year term, I owe a special debt of 
gratitude to our two Editors gone too soon – Academicians 
Milorad Mitković (1950–2021) and Zoran Krivokapić 
(1955–2022). Not only did they personally review papers in 
record times, but they offered continuous support in advising 

in reviewers process beyond orthopedic and abdominal 
surgery which were their respective subspecialty fields.

Our Editorial Board lived some festive moments as well 
during 2024, and those were its members promotions: a 
corresponding member of the Serbian Academy of Sciences 
and Arts, professor Tatjana Simić, was promoted to the rank 
of academician only a month after stepping in her new role 
of the dean of the Faculty of Medicine of the University 
of Belgrade in October 2024, as the third woman in our 
faculty’s 104-year-long history and professor Gordana 
Kocić joined the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts as 
corresponding member. Both of our amazing and inspiring 
colleagues to all women in medicine, always found time to 
both review and guidance on adequate reviewers whenever 
turned to for advice.

At the end of my term, allow me to express special thanks 
to academician professor Radoje Čolović, a stellar President 
of the Serbian Medical Society who not only entrusted me 
with this challenging and inspiring role, but also gifted 
me this honor each doctor and scientist in Serbia can be 
bestowed with and that is to become the Editor-in-Chief 
of the Serbian Archives of Medicine.

The Serbian Medical Society since December 2023 is 
led by its new President, professor Milan A. Nedeljković, 
upon whose proposal, on February 6, 2025, the Assembly 
of the Serbian Medical Society, has decided to endorse the 
Editorial Board with one more Editor-in-Chief, professor 
Siniša Stojković, full and active professor of the Faculty 
of Medicine of the University of Belgrade whom I wish a 
warm welcome aboard on this occasion while I hope this is 
just a first step announcing more involvement of colleagues 
from other medical schools nation-wide.
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