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EIIMOEMUOJIOTNJA MUACTEHU]JE TPABUC

Tarjana IIEKME3OBIUR!, [Iparana IABPHI'R?, Mupjana JAPEBVIHCKI!,
Cno6ogan AIIOCTOJICKN?

"MHCTNTYT 32 enuaemMmonorujy, Megumnuacku daxynret, YHUBep3uTera y beorpany, beorpap;
ucTuTyT 3a Heyponorujy, Knuunyku nenrap Cpouje, beorpan

KPATAK CAPXKAJ

MwuacTeHwja rpasuc (MG) je cneunduyHm ayTonmyHu nopemehaj KapkTepucTiaH no cnabocTi U CKNOHOCTY 3aMOPY BObHE
MYyCKynaType, Kao 1 1ejCTBY ayTOaHTWTeNa Ha aLeTUAXONMHCKIM PeLienTop NOCTCUMHANTUUKe membpaHe muwvha. Mpernefgom nnte-
paType MOXe Ce 3aK/byumnTh Aa NOCToje BeNnKe BapujaLimje y y4ecTanoctv v anctpubyumjn MG. fToanwHe ctone nHUMaeHumje Kpe-
Ry ce y nHtepsany 0,25-20 Ha 1.000.000 unaroBa nonynauuje. lNpeBaneHuwja MG y ceeTy nokasyje jow sehe Bapujauuje — n3mehy
50/1.000.000 y XoHrkoHry 1 200/1.000.000 y Bupuunwjn (CALL). Y 6eorpaackoj nonynaumjv npoceyHa roguiltba CTona vHumaeHumje
y nepurogy 1983-1992. roavHe buna je 7,1/1.000.000, a npesaneHuuja je 31. aeuembpa 1992. roanHe usHocuna 121,5/1.000.000. Crone
mMopTanuTeTa oa MG Bpno Cy HUCKe, ca BpeaHocTMMa ucnog 1/1.000.000. Ennaemnonowke ctyanje MG ykasyjy Ha TpeHa nopacTa
npeBaneHUMje oBe HONECTV 1 penaTvBHy CTabunHOCT MHUMAeHUVje. OBakBa CUTyauUuja pednekTyje yTvuaj ebeKT1BHOTr neyetba, no-
60/blUakba AMjarHOCTUYKIX METOAA ¥ MPOAYKEHOT NPeXKBbaBatba. 3axBasbyjyhn NObOsbLUaHY UHTEH3VBHE HEre VI MPUMEHM UMY-
HOMOfyNaTopa y Nevery MG cTona MopTanuTeTa off 0Be 60NeCTy 3HadajHo je onana. MG Hajuelwhe nounrbe n3mehy aBageceTe
ueTpreceTe roavHe K1BOoTa, a OKo 60% 06oNenVx y 0BOj XMBOTHO] 00K Cy xeHe. Kaaa je nak pey o 601eCTn ca KaCHUM NOYETKOM,
ancTpubyumja no nony je nogjenHaka. CrpecHa KMBOTHa MCKYCTBa, BUPYCHe UHdeKLje, TpyaHONa 1 nopohaj Mory ybp3aTn nove-
Tak MG. MG je y oko 30% cnyuajeBa yapy»KeHa ca ApyrviM ayToumyHum bonectuma. Mako 6poj obonenvix og MG pacte, Ta ce bonect
jow yBek cMaTpa peTkiMmM obosberbem. byayha envaemmonolka cTpaxmBatkba brhe ycmepeHa Ha yCTaHOB/baBarbe MomynaunoHmnx

perncrapa, eKOHOMCKY esanyaumjy Neyerba N NPoUeHy KBalMTeTa KNMBOTa obonenvx.

KrbyuHe peun: miacteHuja rpaBuc; ennaeMmnonorija; HUMaeHUmja; npesaneHumja; nporHo3a

YBOJ

Muacrennja rpasuc (MG) o6yxBaTa XeTeporeHy rpy-
y 6ormecTn Koje kapakrepuiie mopemehaj Heypomuith-
He TPaHCMICHje, OffHOCHO IIPeKOMepHA CKIOHOCT 3aMO-
py u cmaboct Mumnuha. CreueHa ayronmysa MG je Haj-
vewrhy o6k oBe 6omectu (0xo 90% cBux MG). lejcTBo
AyTOAHTNTE/A Ha AIeTV/IXONMHCKY PELeNnTop MOCTCH-
HanTK4yke MeMOpaHe Muuinha, moBesaHocT ca ogpebe-
HuM HLA XanoTUNoBMMa ¥ KapaKTepPUCTUYHA U3Merbe-
HOCT TUMYCa, Hajyle4yaT/blBlje Cy KIMHIUYIKe KapaKTe-
puctuke oBe 6omecti (1, 2].

Knuuanuky cnuky MG npsu myT je jour 1672. rofune
onmcao Tomac Bunuc, a Texk HakoH 200 ropyHa oHa je fie-
¢duHMCaHa Kao ocebaH KMHWIKY eHTHTeT [3]. lognue
1960. n1ojaBsbyjy ce IpBM IOJALM KOjU TOBOPE Y IIPUJIOT
aytoumyHe mpupone MG [4].

VMHINITEHIIUJA, IIPEBATEHIIIJA U
MOPTAJIUTET

Ca enmpeMmonomKor cranosuira, MG ce yopaja 'y
TPyIy M3y3eTHO peTKux obomema. To jecte jemaH of
pasrora 360r yera ce eIMAEMIUONOIIKe CTyUje oBe 6oe-
CTH peTKo 13Bofe [5]. Y cBera mepieceTax 1eHTapa y cBe-
Ty BPILIY C€ CUCTEMATCKO U KOHTMHYMPAHO NPUKYT/ba-
e TojaTaKa Be3aHNUX 3a JUCTPUOYIUjY 1 YIeCTANOCT
MG. Pe3yntaTu HajpelleBaHTUHUJUX eNMIeMUOTOMIKIX
ucrpaxnpamwa MGy cBeTy puKasaHu cy y Tabenn 1.

Munnpennuja MG, 6poj HOBUX cTy4YajeBa 6omectu
y nedMHMCAHO] HOIIyTaliiji TOKOM jefiHe TOfMHe, Ha
rrnobanHoOM HUBOY ce yrimaBHoM kpehe o 0,25 mo 15,0
Ha MVWINOH cTaHOBHMKA [21]. [Tpema pesyntaTuma cTy-

Iuja mprKasaHuM Ha Tabennu 1, y Behnnu semaspa cBe-
ta nHunpennuja MG je ucrmog 10/1.000.000. Mebytum,
I0CTOje HoApyYja, kKao mro ¢y Kembpuy y Exrieckoj
(11/1.000.000) [15], Knmap (15/1.000.000) [14], Depapay
Wranmju (21/1.000.000) [20], rre munupennuja MG npe-
Mamryje oBe BpefiHOCTI. TpeHzoBu MHOMUAeHIUje MG
YIJIaBHOM Cy CTaOWIHY, Oe3 3Ha4ajHuX GIyKTyaluja To-
KoM nocnenmwux 50 roguHa.

IIpeBanennuja MG, 6poj cBuX cnydajeBa 60meCcTy y
medMHNCAHO]j MOMY/IALMji ¥ TPEHYTKY IOCMATpamba,
3HATHO BUIle Bapupa, of oko 50/1.000.000 (XoHTKOHT)
[11] mo 175/1.000.000 (Knumap) [14]. [TpenrnmunapHu mo-
manu'y CAJl 3a 2000. roguHy TIOKa3yjy ia y 0BOj 3eM/bI
uma oko 59.000 o6omenux ox MG, a fa mpeBajneHIuja
moctibke HUBO of, 200/1.000.000 [22]. 3a pasmuky of
UMHIUJEH1Mje, peBanennyja MG je y sHa4ajHOM IIOpa-
cty. IIpermocrapsba ce ma je Taj MOPACT 3a IOCIENBUX
50 rogmHa 610 YeTBOpocTpyK [23]. OBakaB TpeHp mpe-
BareHnuje MG MOXe Ce y BeIMKOj Mepy 00jaCHNITH de-
whuM oTKpuBameM 6omecTy, mto pedexTyje mo60sb-
IIarbe IVjalrHOCTUYKUX MeTOfa U Behy KOMIIeTeHTHOCT
Heyposnora. OcuM Tora, HOCNeIHUX JlelleHNja je yCes
YCIIENTHMjeT ederha Teukux obnuka MG 3HauajHO 1mo-
6osplIaHa perucrpanuja 060/mbema i NPOLYKEHO Ipe-
>KUBJ/baBame [23, 24].

Y ennpemmonomkoj cryguju MG u3BefieHOj Ha 1i€N0j
TepuTOpHMju OuBLIe Jyrocmasuje 3a mepuog on 1983. o
1992. ropuue [2, 13] fobujeHn cy pesynratu Koju Cy 1u-
THPAHY Y Hajpe/IeBAHTHUjUM eNMAeMIOMIOIKAM aHaJIN-
3ama MG Ha HUBOY cBeTCKe momynanuje [16, 17, 22, 25].
I[Ipn mocMarpajy mapameTapa y4ecTaaoCTI ¥ pacIpoCTpa-
mweHoctt MG y pasnmuantum nogpydjuma Cpbuje u Ipue
Tope youaBsajy ce Benmuke pasnuke (Tabena 2). Hajsuura
IIpOCeYHa CTaH/IapAM30BaHa (IlpeMa CBETCKO]j IOy /Ialln-
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ju) croma nHnVAeHuyje (7,1/1.000.000) 1 HajBMIIa CTaH-
llapAy3oBaHa (IpeMa CBETCKO]j TIOMyaIuju) MpeBajeH-
nyja (121,5/1.000.000) perncrposaHe cy Ha noxpyyjy be-
orpaga. Mebytum, Majo je BepoBaTHO fia je ped 0 pasmin-
4JUTOM PU3UKY 000/beBama y OFHOCY Ha Apyra Mofpydja
Hellle 3eMJbe. JelIHO Off 00jalllberba 3a OBaKBe PasmKe MO-
71a 611 6MTH YnIbeHNuIa fa mpeBaneHnyja MG nparu cre-
TIeH Pa3BUjeHOCTH 3IPaBCTBEHE CTY>KOe U 1Py TBEHOEKO-
HOMCK pa3Boj y uenuun [7, 26,27]. Hajsuina nninpeHIn-
ja u mpeBaneniuja MG y beorpaay curypso je moesana
ca IpeLM3HIjOM AMjarHOCTUKOM, ePUKACHU)IM JIederbeM
U KBaJINTETHU]OM PETUCTPALINjOM 000/IeNX.
Mopranuter o MG 13yseTHO je HU3AK U Gelexu
BpenHocTH ucog 1/1.000.000 [28]. Y 6eorpazckoj momy-
nanujn cy Kog oko 50% ympnux ocoba ca fujarHosom
MG yspouu cMpTu OuIn Be3aHNU 3a OCHOBHY 00JIeCT,
IIOK je CTPYyKTypa MOpPTa/JIMTeTa 3a OCTaje yMpie (OKO

50%) 6mIa NIeHTMYHA OHOj y OMIITOj MOmymanuju [2].
Mopranuter of MG o11ao je 32 0K0 3 ImyTa y IOCTIe/[IbUX
50 ropmHa, MTO Ce 0bjallbaBa YCIEUTHUjUM JIedeHheM
TEIIKMX 06/1MKa 60/1eCTH, OTHOCHO FeHOM ITOBOJLHIjOM
mporuosom [23].

KAPAKTEPUCTUKE OBOJIEINX

AHanusa yspacra Ha IIO4eTKy 60/ecTn, ClipoBefieHa
y BUIIIE CTYAHja, HEABOCMMCIIEHO ITOKa3yje mopact 6po-
ja HOBUX C/Ty4ajeBa KOl CTapUjiX 0coba, TO jecT IopacT
nunupeniuje MG kacHor modetka [29,30]. Y Hekum cTy-
iMjaMa OBa KaTeropiuja 60IeCHMKa je Ha TOfMIIbeM HU-
BOY 3aCTyIUbeHa y TpehnHu HOBOAMjarHOCTMKOBAHNIX
CIIy4ajeBa, a OBaKaB TPEH], HajBepOBaTHUjE je MOCTeN -
1ja noBehaHe oYekmBaHe JyXuHe XuBoTa [29].

TABEJIA 1. /lHuMaeHumja v npeBaneHumja MMacTeHwuje rpaBuc y CeeTy (Mprikas CTyavja Kojuma cy obyxsahern 100 v BuLIe 60NeCHMKa).
TABLE 1. Incidence and prevalence of Myasthenia gravis through the world (studies with more than 100 cases included).

WHumnpeHumja Ha

MpeBaneHuuja Ha

AyTop FoguHa Pernon Bpoj 6onecHnKa  MWANOH CTAHOBHMKA MWIVIOH CTaHOBHMKA
Author Year Region Number of patients Incidence per Prevalence per
million inhabitants  million inhabitants
Pirskanen [6] 176 Pucea 264 56.0
Finland
Storm-Mathisen [7] jog)  lopseuka 458 40 90.0
Norway
0 Bupuuruja, CAL
Phillips (8] 1984 Virginia, USA 112 9.1 142
. Capavnuja, Mtanwvja
Giagheddu [9] 1986 sardinia, Italy 110 26 45.0
Somnier [10] 1987 /croua farcka 229 44 77.0
Eastern Denmark
Yu 1] 1087 Kormonr 262 40 535
ong Kong
. 3anaaHa [laHcka
Christensen [12] 1990 Western Denmark 290 5.0 78.0
o Beorpag, Cpbuja
Lavrni¢ [13] 1994 Belgrade, Serbia 142 74 1215
Kyriallis [14] 1994 é‘””ap 105 150 1750
yprus
Robertson [15] 1997 Kembpuu, Benuka bpuraninja 100 110 150.0
Cambridge, Great Britain : :
Poulas [16] 1997 [Puka 740 74 706
Greece
Crokxonm, LLisescka
Kalb [17] 2002 Stockholm, Sweden 251 141.0
. JyxHa Xonangunja
Wirtz [18] 2003 <outhern Holland 202 6.5 106.1
. Ectonuja
Oopik [19] 2003 Estonia 208 4.0 99.0
Casetta [20] 2004  bepapa Vranvja 119 210

Ferarra, Italy

TABEJIA 2. EnvigeMronollKke KapakTeprucTike MuacTeHuje rpasuc y Cpouju n LipHoj fopu y neproay 1983-1992. roamHe [2].
TABLE 2. Epidemiological characteristics of Myasthenia gravis in Serbia and Montenegro during the period 1983-1992 [2].

NHunpeHumja Ha

MpeBaneHuuja Ha MopTanutet Ha

:on.pyqje MWNOH CTAHOBHMKaA MWINIOH CTAaHOBHMKA MWINOH CTAHOBHMKA
egton Incidence per million inhabitants Prevalence per million inhabitants Mortality per million inhabitants

Cpbuja

Serbia 37 77.0 0.2

beorpap

Belgrade 7.1 1215 0.5

Lpna fopa 30 584 02

Montenegro ) ) )
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MG je 6ormecT K0ja ce MOXKe jaBUTI y OMJIO KOM y3pa-
CTy, KO 0ba mmoja 1 nmpumajgHuKa 6umo Koje pace, Ma-
7ia je ommiTe mpuxBaheHO CTaHOBUIITE fla Ce OHA, Kao I
Ipyre ayToMMyHe 60ecTy, Hajdenthe jaB/ba Kof >KeHa
oko 30 rouHa cTapocTy, a pehe ko ocoba cTapujux o
70 ropuHa [29]. Mlako npoueHTyaIHa 3aCTyI/BEHOCT [10-
JI0Ba Bapupa y 3aBUCHOCTH Off CTY/uje, 3alaxa ce a je
ZiBa Jio Tpu myTa Beha yduecTtanoct obomema Kox ocoba
>KeHCKoT norna [29]. ductpubyuuja MG 1o mony 4BpcTo
je IIoBesaHa ca BbeHOM JUCTPUOYILNjOM T10 y3pacTy. XKe-
He 00MYHO MMajy OMMOZATIHY Y3pacHY AUCTPUOYLI]y
MG ca npBuM BpXOM y Apyroj 1 Tpehoj menennju xuso-
Ta, y KOj/IMa Pa3/nKa y 3aCTyI/bEHOCTH I10/I0Ba y 0607Ie-
J10j OMyMALMj/ MO>Ke OMTH U Y offHOCY 7:1. Ipyru Bpx
6ernex ce y CeIMoj M 0CMOj IeIleHMj ! )KMBOTA, Y KOju-
Ma je 3aCTyI/beHOCT 110/I0Ba Y 00071e/10j IOy /TALMj} O-
TOBO TIofijeaHaKa [28]. MelyTnm, mocToje u ofcrymama
of oBor npasuia [20]. Mlako pasnosn 3a GuMopanHy ys-
pacHy RUCTPUOYIIV]jY KOJ, )KeHa HUCY CACBUM jaCcHY, MO-
ryhe je ma ux Tpeba Tpa>KUTH Y IATOT€HETCKOj XeTEPO-
TeHOCTH, OJHOCHO YTHUIIAjy PA3IMUNTUX ITATOTeHeTCKUX
dakTopa y pasnuuuTuM nepuopuma xusora [31]. Vnre-
PECaHTHO je HAIIOMEHYTH Ja 1 Ipyra ayTouMyHa 060-
Jberba, Ko LITO Cy peyMaTOMITHY apTPUTUC U CUCTEM-
CKM JIYIIyC, MMajy C/IYHE KPUBYJ/bE Y3pacHe fucTpuoy-
nuje [32]. Y mexum ncrpaxknupamuma (I'puka) [16] je 3a-
a)KEeHO JIa je OJHOC MHIUTEHIIMje )KeHa M MyLIKapana
1:1, DOK je OZHOC IO MOJY CIlen(IYHe IIpeBajeHIje
1,74:1. Ayropu oBakaB Haja3 objalmaBajy BehoM oge-
KJMBAaHOM JIy>KMHOM >KMBOTA U JYXXUM TpajameM 6ore-
CTu Koj, >keHa obonenux oxg MG [16].

Yapyskeroct MG ca [pyruM ayTOUMyHUM O0IeCTH-
Ma je JaBHO 3anakeHa. [IpeTniocraBba ce fia je OHa pu-
cyTHa Kofi oko 30% ob6onenux ox oe 6omecTi. Y Tum
CTydajeBUMa je Hajuemhe ped 0 MCTOBPEMEHOM IIPUCY-
CTBY 6071€CTM IITUTHE JKJIe3]e, PEYMaTOUTHOT aPTPUTHU-
ca, CUCTEMCKOT JTyIIyca ¥ HeKMX Jpyrux [15].

IToyetky MG Bp7o 4ecTO MpeTXofie CTPeCHa XMBOTHA
VICKYCTBA, BUpycHe nHpekunje, Tpysaoha u mopobaj [33].
Meby Hamym ncnnrannnuma 25% 6onecHuKa je mpe mo-
vyeTka MG OUIIO U3/I0KEHO jaKOM ICUXOJIOLIKOM CTPECY,
BuXx 13,4% je umaino BupycHe undexunje (Hajuerrhe pe-
crnmpaTopHe), oK ¢y TpygHoha u mopobaj 6unn nmposoka-
tuBHU pakTopu 3a MG kop 4,8% 6onecHnka [2].

Kako je KOHIENT pusMKa jeflaH of HajBaXKHUjUX Y
eNMAeMMOIOT U CBaKe 60/IECTI, IOCTAB/ba Ce IMUTakhe
mrta 6u Moryo 6utu obpasar pusnka 3a nojasy MG. Og-
TOBOD JIeNMMWYHO Npy>ka HLA Tunmsanuja, npema Ko-
joj y xpumrhaHckyM nomyranmjama kog Hocwunana HLA
B8 u DR3 nokyca 6ornecT paHmje Iounibe, oM denrhe
UMajy reHepanu3oBaHy ceponosutusuy popmy MG, te
00VYHO IIPUIIAJajy >KeHCKOM IOy ¥ MMajy XUIIepIlia-
sujy Tumyca. Kog nocunana HLA A3, B7 u DR2 nokyca
607ecT KacHMje MoYNbe, IIOJIOKHUU CY IBeHOj 0YHO]
¢dbopmu, ogHOCHO cepoHeratuBHOM MG. 3a Appoamepu-
KaHIe ca MG Hajuerrhu aconmpajyhu moxycn yxmyayjy
HLA Al, B8, DR5 [28, 31].

[Tpornoctnuxe cryauje MG xoje 3a [U/b UMajy fe-
¢buHMCame IPeAMKTUBHOT MOJie/a 3a JaTy HOIIyIaLujy
o6orennx n3pasuTo cy ManobpojHe. Y jellHOj TAKBOj CTY-
nuju, ussenenoj y CAJl y nepuony 1981-2001. rogune,
HocMaTpaHo je 756 6onecuuka ca MG. Fbom cy nspso-
jeHu aKTOPY KOju Cy OMIV 3HAYAJHO [TOBE3AHN Ca KOM-

IUICTHOM CTaOVM/THOM PeMMCYjOM: YKeHCKM IIOJI, CTapOCT
ucnop 40 roguHa Ha MOYETKY 6onecru, TUMEKTOMMja U
XJCTOJIONIKA AMjarHO3a TUMYCHe Xunepiasuje [34].

3AK/bYYAK

Ha ocHOBY fjocafaliber o3HaBaba enyaIeMU0IIOT -
je MG moxxe ce 3akpyuntu fa he 6ynyhe ennngemnono-
IIKe CTyAMje oBe 6omecTy 6UTY OpujeHTICaHe Ha pop-
MIpabe HOIYTaLMOHNX PETUCTapa, eKOHOMCKY eBay-
anujy edekara nmedera 1 npahemwe kBanuTeTa X1BOTA
obonenux [23]. ITonynaunonn peructpu 3a MG omory-
humu 61 KOHTMHYMpPaHO U cucTeMaTcko npaheme yue-
cranoctu 6omect y pyHKIMjU BpeMeHa 1 KIMHUYIKIX
mapaMeTapa. YroTpebHa BpeJHOCT IofaTaka fpobuje-
HUX Ha OBaj HauMH je BumecTpyka. OHn omoryhasajy
npahemwe ¢ppexBenumje u guctpudynuje MG, npoydana-
b€ TIPUPOJHOL TOKA U IIPOTHOCTUYKNX (aKTOpa, IIa-
HUpabe KIMHUYKNX CTyAMja U IpoleHy edekara ye-
Yerba, TeHeTCKO-eMMAeMUO/IONIKA VICTPaXXIBatba, IPO-
IIeHY KBaJIJMTeTa XUBOTA, Kao ¥ IIaHMpame IoTpeba y
Be3l ca JIeYeheM, 34 PaBCTBEHOM I COLVIjaTHOM 3allITHU-
ToM obonenux og MG [28].

Y cBpXy ONTMMAJHOT jIedera y3 Kopuinhemwe nucTo
TaKO ONTUMATHNUX MaTepUjaTHUX ¥ XyMaHNX pecypca,
eKOHOMCKY eBainyainjy epexara nedewma MG Tpebano
Ou CIIPOBOAMTHU aHATM30M [IeTOTBOPHOCTU TPOIIKOBA
[34].

ITpoueHna yrunaja MG Ha )KMBOT OONECHUKA He MOXKe
ce [IOHeTH UCK/bY YMBO Ha OCHOBY CTelleHa GyHKIMOHAI-
HOCTH heroBux Muinnha. Muorob6pojuu counjaaum, gpu-
HAaHCUjCKM, EMOLIMOHATHY U IPYTY PaKTOPU OTeXKaBajy
VU OJIAKIIABajy HeroB )XUBOT. CBYU OHU YK/BYy4YeHU CY
Y KOHLIENIT KBA/INTETA )KMBOTA KOjIi IIOC/IEAIBIX TOMMHA
[OCTaje He3aMEeH/bUBM [I€0 eBajIyalinje HajpasandnTu-
jUX aKTMBHOCTY Be3aHUX 3a obornerne og MG [35].
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ABSTRACT

Myasthenia gravis (MG) is an organ-specificautoimmune dis-
order characterized by weakness and fatigue of voluntary mus-
cles, and presence of autoantibodies to acetylcholine receptor
of postsynaptic muscle membrane. A review of the internation-
al literature suggests that there is large variety of MG frequency
and distribution. An annual incidence rate of MG is thought to
be between 0.25 and 20 per 1,000,000 population. The preva-
lence of MG in world shows even wider variation, i.e. ranging
from 50/1,000,000 in Hong Kong to 200/1,000,000 in Virginia
(USA). Among population of Belgrade, an average annual inci-
dence rate during the period 1983-1992 was 7.1/1,000,000, and
prevalence on December 31, 1992 was 121.5/1,000,000. The
mortality rate of MG is very low with value under 1/1,000,000.
Epidemiological studies of MG have indicated trend of increas-
ing MG prevalence with relatively stable incidence. This reflects
the impact of effective treatment, improved diagnostic meth-
ods and prolonged survival. Due to development of intensive
care facilities and immunomodulating treatment, the mortali-
ty of MG has significantly decreased. The most common age of

MG onset is between 20 and 40 years. In this age group, about
60% of patients are women, while sex ratio at older age is 1:1.
Stressful life events, viral infections, pregnancy and delivery
may precipitate the development of MG. MG is associated with
other autoimmune diseases in about 30% of cases. Although
the number of patients with MG continues to rise, it is still a rare
disease. Further epidemiological research with a view to estab-
lish population registries and to estimate economic impact of
disease on population as well as quality of life of patients with
MG is needed.
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